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 HELP STOP STATE SPONSORED SUICIDE 
  

Politicians in Hartford are again considering assisted suicide legislation. The 
Public Health Committee of  the Connecticut General Assembly is 

considering legalizing a form of  suicide in our state commonly referred to as 
"aid-in-dying" or "physician-assisted suicide". The Committee has raised House 

Bill 6425 "An Act Concerning Aid in Dying for Terminally Ill Patients".  
Modern hospice care and the proper use of  pain medications render suicide 
unnecessary, and we need to be mindful of  the threat that a suicide mentality 

poses to vulnerable people and to people with disabilities  
Many people believe that a physician is deeply involved in this process. This 
not true. The physician orders the mixture of  medications, the patient must 
then consume the deadly cocktail of  drugs without assistance. Many times 

without even a physician or nurse present.  
We should never allow legislators to establish suicide as a solution to 
medical issues. Don’t let the state persuade us that it’s dignified for an ill 

person to sign their own execution order. Don’t let the state create an 
environment where ill people will feel they have a “responsibility to die”.  

----------------------------------------------------------------------  
Catholic teaching condemns physician-assisted suicide because it, like murder, 

involves taking an innocent human life: 
 Suicide is always as morally objectionable as murder. The Church's tradition has always 

rejected it as a gravely evil choice: To concur with the intention of  another person to commit 
suicide and to help in carrying it out through so-called "assisted suicide" means to cooperate 
in, and at times to be the actual perpetrator of, an injustice which can never be excused, even 

if  it is requested. Saint Augustine writes that "it is never licit to kill another: even if  he 
should wish it.” True "compassion" leads to sharing another's pain; it does not kill the 

person whose suffering we cannot bear. (John Paul II, The Gospel of  Life, no. 66).  
 

TAKE ACTION: Go to the website below, read more on the issue and then 
sign the petition to stop the legalization of  assisted suicide in Connecticut  

 

www.ctstopsuicide.org  

Connecticut Catholic Public Affairs Conference 



  
 In the Gospel of this Sunday, as soon as Jesus 
had cast out the devil, the man recovered his speech, 
for the possession had made him dumb.  It is an 
image of what happens to a sinner who will not, or 
dare not, confess his sin.  If he confessed it, and asked 
pardon, he would be delivered from the tyranny 
which now oppresses him.  Alas!  how many there are 
who are kept back by a dumb devil from making the 
Confession that would save them!  The holy Season 
of Lent is advancing; these days of grace are passing 
away; let us profit by them; and if we ourselves be in 
the state of grace, let us offer up our earnest prayers 
for sinners, that they may speak, that is, may accuse 
themselves in Confession, and obtain pardon. 
 Let us also listen, with holy fear, to what our 
Savior tells us with regard to our invisible enemies.   
They are so powerful and crafty that our resistance 
would be useless, unless we had God on our side, and 
His holy Angels, who watch over us and join us in the 
great combat.  It was to these unclean and hateful 
spirits of hell that we delivered ourselves when we 
sinned: we preferred their tyrannical sway to the sweet 
and light yoke of our compassionate Redeemer.  Now 
we are set free, or are hoping to be so; let us thank 
our Divine Liberator; but let us take care not to re-
admit our enemies.  Our Savior warns us of our 
danger.  They will return to the attack; they will 
endeavor to force their entrance into our soul, after it 
has been sanctified by the Lamb of the Passover.  If 
we be watchful and faithful, they will be confounded, 
and leave us: but if we be tepid and careless, if we lose 
our appreciation of the grace we have received, and 
forget our obligations to Him who has saved us, our 
defeat is inevitable; and as our Lord says, our “last 
state is to be worse than the first.” 
 Would we avoid such a misfortune?  Let us 
meditate upon those other words of our Lord, in 
today’s Gospel: “He that is not with me is against 
me.” What makes us fall back into the power of 
Satan, and forget our duty to our God, is that we do 
not frankly declare ourselves for Jesus, when 
occasions require us to do so.  We try to be on both 
sides, we have recourse to subterfuge, we temporize: 
this takes away our energy; God no longer gives us 
the abundant graces we received when we were loyal 
and generous; our relapse is all but certain.  Therefore, 
let us be boldly and be unmistakably with Christ.  He 
that is a soldier of Jesus should be proud of his title! 

3RD SUNDAY OF LENT LENTEN REGULATIONS TO OBSERVE 
 

1. Ash Wednesday (February 17, AD 2021) and 
Good Friday (April 2, AD 2021) are days of  
COMPLETE ABSTINENCE FROM MEAT AND 
ARE ALSO DAYS OF FAST, that is, only one full 
meal is allowed with no eating between meals.  
Two other meals, sufficient to maintain 
strength, may be taken according to one’s 
needs but they together should not equal that 
of  the full meal. 

2. The other Fridays of  Lent are days of  
abstinence from meat.  

3. The obligation to abstain from meat binds on 
all who have reached the age of  14.  

4. The obligation to fast binds all between the 
ages of  18 and 59.  

5. Unless there is a just reason, the obligation to 
do penance is a serious one and no Catholic 
should lightly excuse himself  from this 
obligation in the Lenten season.  Practices of  
Lenten penances and acts of  mortification, 
increased devotion and prayer, and acts of  
mercy and charity and almsgiving, are 
worthy elements of  our preparation for 
Easter. 

6. Abstinence on all Fridays of  the year (outside 
of  the Lenten season), though not obligatory 
under pain of  sin, is “especially 
recommended”.   

7. Fasting on weekdays of  Lent, though not 
obligatory under pain of  sin, is “strongly 
recommended” (National Conference of  
Catholic Bishops, November 18, 1966). 

8. Catholics, after having received their 1st Holy 
Communion, are bound by the obligation of  
receiving Holy Communion at least once a 
year.  This precept should be fulfilled during 
the Easter Season (between the First Sunday 
of  Lent and Trinity Sunday).   

9. Catholics are also bound to confess mortal sins 
at least once a year, but this is not limited to 
the Lenten/Easter Season.  We must be well 
disposed to receive our Lord each time at Holy 
Communion and therefore it is strongly 
recommended to go to confession 
frequently (at least once a month).  



Let us be witnesses of  faith 
 
The devil is real and we must be on our 
guard.  The greatest achievement of  the 
devil is that he has deceived so many into 
thinking that he does not exist!  He is very 
happy to be thought of  as a cute little red 
guy with catlike ears, a pointy tail, and 
matching pitchfork.  Of  course, he does 
exist, but deception is second nature to him, 
for he is the “Father of  Lies.”  Our Lord 
tells us today, “He who is not with me is 
against me; and he who gathers not with me, 
scatters.”  It is good for us to receive such 
teaching, because one of  the greatest errors 
of  our time is the idea that “compromise” is 
always a good and virtuous thing.  We are in 
the world but we are not of  the world.  We 
have to earn a living.  We have to live in 
peace with our neighbor; these people 
around us may not be Catholic, but that 
must not change the nature of  our faith, of  
our behavior, nor our responsibilities.  If  we 
must earn our living among pagans, that is 
not an excuse to be a pagan.  Nonetheless, 
all of  our responsibilities in the world ought 
to be carried out with the intention of  
“having the Word of  God and keeping it”.  
We cannot keep the Commandments by only 
keeping a few of  them; nor by keeping most 
of  them; not even by keeping the most 
“popular” ones.  The demands of  truth and 
morality operate at all the levels of  our 
society.  As baptized Catholics, particularly 
if  we have been confirmed, we have the duty 
to support objective truth and morality.  
Each of  us has the duty to keep the 
Commandments, and sometimes we have an 
obligation to remind others of  the same 
responsibilities politely and tactfully, of  
course, but firmly.  Let us ask our Blessed 
Mother for the strength to be courageous 
witnesses of  the Faith.  She is indeed blessed 
because, by fidelity to the Word of  God, she 
deflected the devil and cast him away from 
the world. 

Dear Faithful of  Saint Patrick Parish and 
Oratory, 
 Today marks the start of  the 2021 
Archbishop’s Annual Appeal in our parish.  
The theme of  this year’s Appeal is 
“Reaching Out, Healing Together”, which is 
an opportunity for us to serve people who 
are less fortunate than ourselves.  The 
Archbishop has asked us to raise a total 
of  $10,000 from our parish.  If  you did 
not receive the 2021 Archbishop’s Annual 
Appeal request mailing, please pick up a 
packet at the rear of  the Church.   
 As Catholics in the Archdiocese of  
Hartford, we have a profound impact on our 
local communities both spiritually and 
materially.  Let us help our local charities 
through the AAA 2021.  Thank you for your 
kind generosity. 

FROM THE PASTOR & RECTOR 

Let us help the Pope Francis 
Center for Renewal  

The Center for Renewal of  Waterbury does 
many helpful and spiritual initiatives to help 
our Waterbury community and those less 
fortunate.  Please consider helping the 
Center who helps feed the poor as an act of  
almsgiving, as a way to fulfill the Corporal 
Acts of  Mercy.  A message from Nicole 
Plasky, Director of  Pastoral Outreach of  
the Waterbury Basilica: 

We do need non-perishable food items 
for our Center such as pasta, sauce, 
canned items, and we are also collecting 
healthy snacks for those individuals who 
are homeless: Nutri Grain bars, 
individual bags of  nuts, water bottles, 
je l lo/pudding cups,  individual 
packages of  crackers (such as 
Goldfish), Starkist tuna “lunch to go” 
packs, individual apple sauce cups, 
juice boxes. 

If  you are interested in helping, please drop 
off  the goods by the vestibule of  Saint 
Patrick Parish (make sure it is labeled: 
Center for Renewal).  God bless!  



SUNDAY, MARCH 7  THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 
8:30am Low Mass Margaret Turner 
10:30am High Mass † Lise Thorn,  
  by daughter Isabelle Phillips 

 
Monday, March 8 St. Thomas Aquinas (transferred) 
 8:00am   Low Mass Mond K. Zalesny, by B.L. 
6:00pm  High Mass Pro Populo 

 
Tuesday, March 9  Feria of  Lent 
8:00am   Low Mass Michael & Kate Newman &  

  Aelrik, by Mary Newman 
 
Wednesday, March 10 Feria of  Lent 
8:00am  Low Mass & St. Joseph Devotions 

 † Andrew & Suzanne Marak, 
by Alessandra Marak 
   

Thursday, March 11  Feria of  Lent  
8:00am Low Mass † Margaret Loftus, 
  by Stephanie Breaux 
 

Friday, March 12  Feria of  Lent 
 DAY OF OBLIGATORY ABSTINENCE 

8:00am  Low Mass Kamil Lyko, by B.L. 
5:00pm Holy Hour of  Adoration & Confessions 
6:00pm Stations of  the Cross & blessing of  relic 

of  the True Cross 
 
Saturday, March 13       Feria of  Lent 
8:00am  Requiem Low Mass 

  † Rev. Fr. Thomas Hickey 
(1st yr. anniv.), by Theresa 
Stefanczyk 

 
SUNDAY, MARCH 14 FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
8:30am Low Mass Margaret Turner 
10:30am High Mass † Peter Barberino,  

  by brother Rodger Phillips 
 
Monday, March 15  Feria of  Lent 
 8:00am  Low Mass Karina Lyko, by B.L. 
 
Tuesday, March 16  Feria of  Lent 
 8:00am  Low Mass Special intentions for relatives,  
   by Alessandra Marak 

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE St. Patrick Parish & Oratory Donations 

Week of  February 28: $6,563.15 
Please mail or drop off your regular offertory envelopes to 

Saint Patrick rectory or donate securely online at  

www.osvhub.com/stpatrick-parish-and-oratory 
We truly depend on your help and assistance for the 

upkeep of our church & operations. 

May God reward your generosity! 
Please write your donation to “Saint Patrick Parish” 

Wisdom from Saint Francis de Sales 
Patron Saint of  the  

Institute of  Christ the King Sovereign Priest 
“It is important to resist evil and address the 

faults of those placed in our care, and this must 
be done constantly and courageously, but gently 

and peacefully.”  

Upcoming Events 
Mar. 7 1st Sunday: St. Patrick Men’s Association devotions 

after each Mass 
Mar. 7 CANCELLED Lesson in Liturgy (see Mar. 21) 
Mar. 8 (Transferred) 1st Class Feast of St. Thomas 

Aquinas, 8am Low Mass & 6pm High Mass, 
Plenary Indulgence Available 

Mar. 9 Children’s Catechism Class at 5:30pm 
Mar. 12  5pm Holy Hour & 6pm Stations of the Cross 
Mar. 13 Requiem Mass for Rev. Fr. Thomas Hickey (1st 

anniv.) at 8am 
Mar. 14 2nd Sunday: St. Brigid Women’s Guild devotions 

after each Mass 
Mar. 14 1st Comm. Class after 10:30am Mass (last one for 

the Lenten Season, will resume class on Apr. 11) 
Mar. 14 Deadline to return your Baby Bottle Boomerang 
Mar. 16 Men’s Rosary and Conference night, starts at 6pm 
Mar. 17 Patronal 1st Class Feast of St. Patrick, 8am Low 

Mass & 6pm High Mass 
Mar. 19 Feast of Saint Joseph: SPECIAL HORARIUM 

8am Low Mass with Litany of Saint Joseph, 4:30pm 
Adoration & Confessions, 5:30pm Stations of the 
Cross, 6pm High Mass followed by litany  & 
consecration, Plenary Indulgence Available 

Mar. 20 Women’s Day of Lenten Recollection, Holy Mass 
at 8am followed by morning recollection and 
concludes with rosary and benediction.  Please sign 
up (by Mar. 15) with Patricia Murphy if interested. 

Mar. 21 Lenten Lesson in Liturgy after 10:30am Mass 
Mar. 22 (Transferred) 1st Class Feast of St. Benedict, 8am 

Low Mass & 6pm High Mass, Plenary Indulgence 
Available 

Mar. 23 Children’s Catechism Class at 5:30pm (last one for 
the Lenten Season, will resume class on Apr. 13) 
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