NEWS TRADITIONALISTS

“YOUNG PEOPLE FLOCK TO
THE OLD MASS”

The leader of a group of tradition-minded priests speaks at length about the work of his
order, and argues that the Old Mass will not divide but renew the Church. ..

M By ANDREW RABEI

onsignor R. Michael

Schmitz, the vicar

general and provin-
cial superior of the US branch
of the Institute of Christ the
King Sovereign Priest, fea-
tured in the December 2005
issue of Inside the Vatican,
gave an interview on the Insti-
tute’s work on a recent visit to
Australia. The Institute has
been given exclusive use of the
traditional liturgy. Msgr.
Schmitz spoke on some of the
liturgical issues in the news in
recent months.

Could you give a brief
overview of the history of the
Institute?

MsGR R. MICHAEIL
Scumitz: The Institute of
Christ the King Sovereign
Priest did not deliberately start out as a
new Institute, but came about as the result
of the quest of a group of young men in
France who wanted a more traditional
formation in the priesthood. At that time,
Msgr. Gilles Wach [one of the two co-
founders] was encouraged to open a more
traditional seminary in France, being
backed up by the nuncio there. But given
the situation in France at that time, this
did not seem possible.

It was in Africa that the opportunity
arose. The late Bishop Simeon Obamba
of Gabon said to us: “If you will be able
to give us missionaries for the future, I
will be able to provide a canonical frame-
work to establish your institute.”

This was very much encouraged by
Cardinal Augustin Mayer, who at that
time was president of the Ecclesia Dei
Commission in Rome. He said that if we
wanted to form priests in a more tradi-
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tional spirit, it would facilitate our work if

we would found an Institute. And so,
Msgr. Wach, not on his own initiative but
by Providence, was invited to found the
Institute of Christ the King Sovereign
Priest. Another cardinal, Cardinal Alfons
Maria Stickler, then the archivist of the
Holy See, helped us to draw up the first
constitutions, and on September 1, 1990,
the Institute was canonically erected.

But it very soon turned out that in
Gabon one cannot really easily form
priests from Europe; for one thing, the
climate is very difficult. So, again provi-
dentially, Cardinal Mayer was involved in
finding us the current location of our
international seminary and motherhouse
which is in Gricigliano, near Florence.

The Benedictine monks of Fontgom-
bault, who have since made a foundation
in Clear Creek in the United States, had a
small priory in what was formerly a sum-

mer castle of the Martelli
family near Florence. The
will of the last Countess
Martelli specified that if the
monks would be unable to
obtain Italian vocations, the
property should be given to
an institute that offered the
traditional Latin Mass. Thus
we obtained this first house,
with the permission of the
archbishop of Florence, who
is our ecclesiastical superior.
Msgr. Wach and the other
co-founder of the Institute,
Msgr. Phillipe Mora, had both
received their formation from
the late Cardinal Giuseppe
Siri of Genoa, who had estab-
lished a seminary where the
education and training of
seminarians was traditional.
The spirit of that seminary
continues in the Institute’s
own seminary in Gricigliano.
What missionary activities is the
Institute engaged in at present?
MICHAEL ScHMITZ: We note more and
more when considering the situation in
Europe, the United States and Australia,
that there are mission countries every-
where, especially given the fact that in
some countries of Europe there is a
wasteland of faith, much more so than in
traditional missionary countries.
Nonetheless, with regard to specific
missionary work in the classic sense, we
are still present in Gabon in three loca-
tions, most recently having received a
new assignment in the capital city of
Libreville where the archbishop, Msgr.
Basile Mvé Engone, has entrusted us with
a larger apostolate that we are now build-
ing up.
We certainly engage in missionary
activities in the already-mentioned Euro-
pean countries, through conferences,
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retreats, etc. If I am not mistaken, we now
run or are involved in nine schools, some
of the more important being located in
Europe — Belgium, France, and else-
where. We also try to enter the university
world because there, in particular, we
encounter mission land, and we see that
the classic Latin liturgy and the harmony
between culture and faith which the Insti-
tute promotes, attracts especially young
people.

In the United States, our American

center is located three or four blocks from
the University of Chicago, and there are
students from there who come to our litur-
gies. Very soon we will begin a theologi-
cal class for those interested. [ believe it is
more and more important to offer this
type of service, because there are so many
questions that are not answered in the uni-
versity set-up.

How many vocations are you getting
in America?

MICHAEL Scumitz: Well, America is
for me a revelation when it comes to the
religious life, the traditional Latin Mass,
and vocations. It is quite overwhelming
how our apostolate has grown there, and
how many very good vocations come
from the United States. If I could take
them all (our seminary is not big enough),
I would be able to send 30 Americans
every year to Gricigliano. I have to be
selective, yet already I have accepted
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about 10 young men in our pre-formation
program this year. We have just opened a
pre-formation house in St. Louis, which is
still to be totally set up. But more and
more young men from the United States
are directed by Holy Providence to the
Institute.

Archbishop Raymond Burke has been
to Gricigliano several times to perform
ordinations, and next year we will have
our first ordinations in the United States,
in his diocese of St. Louis. One could say
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Opposite, Father Michael Schmitz. Above, left, the
German Cardinal Augustin Mayer and, right, the
former prefect of the Congregation for Divine
Worship (now retired) Cardinal Jorge Arturo
Medina Estevez, Cardinal Alfons Maria Stickler,
retired curator of the Vatican Museum, and
Cardinal Bernard Law, former head of the
archdiocese of Boston, at aTridentine Mass at the
Basilica of St. Mary Major in Rome May 24, 2003
(CNS photos from Reuters)

that he is the founding father of the Insti-
tute in the United States.

Bishop Robert Finn is also a good
friend of ours and has invited us into his
diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph in Mis-
souri, where we are restoring an old
church — which is, by the way, a charac-
teristic of the Institute, because we strive
to realize that link between faith and cul-
ture. When we have been given a church,
we always try to make the most of it.
Sometimes we restore the church building
from scratch, such as was done in

i
Z’ L) H
4 {1 il
1.3 N EN
N I
2

Wausau, Wisconsin, or as is now happen-
ing in Chicago, as well as in Kansas City.
And sometimes we restore the church
building by taking it back to the original
beauty of its interior, such as in St. Louis.

Archbishop Burke and Bishop Allen
Vigneron of Oakland, California, have on
a few occasions said the Old Mass at our
apostolates. Other bishops are learning
how to celebrate the Mass, and when they
are ready, they intend to offer it for the
faithful as well.

Has there been talk of starting a
seminary in the US?

MICHAEL ScHmITZ: We have discussed
the matter, but it is not our intention to do
so for a very clear reason. Because the
Institute is very united, we have a very
defined identity, formed in the spirituality
of St. Francis de Sales, St. Benedict, and
St. Thomas Aquinas, and a specific
charism that has been given to us through
our founder, Msgr. Gilles Wach.

So it is clear to us that every seminari-
an, no matter the country from which he
may come, should be in contact with the
founding father, Msgr. Wach, and that he
needs time to imbibe the spirit of the
Institute. It is also providential that our
seminary is located only a few hundred
miles from Rome. Contact with the cradle
of the Church, contact with the Holy
Father, contact with Catholic culture, is
abundantly available in this part of the
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