
 
 Pentecost - from the Greek pente-

koste, the fiftieth day - is Easterõs 
double as well as its jubilee octave. 
It is not an independent feast, but 
rather the seal or finale to Easter. 
 
 At Easter, Christ, the Divine Sun, 
rose in splendor; it is high noon at 
Pentecost and He sheds upon His 
vineyard the bright, warm rays that 
redden and ripen the fruit. The Gar-
dener who tends the vineyard is our 
Savior Jesus Christ. The Sun that 
ripens the fruit is the Holy Ghost. 
Pentecost marks the begin-
ning of the work and activ-
ity of the Holy Ghost; in a 
unique way it is the feast of 
the Holy Ghost. 
 
 The Church is Christõs 
mystical Body and it is the 
Holy Ghost who is the soul 
of the Church. It is the 
Holy Ghost who gives and 
preserves divine life in our 
souls. Invisibly, the sacred 
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Dove is especially active in the con-
fessional, at the pulpit, and on the 
altar. It is the Holy Ghost who gives 
the power to forgive sins. In preach-
ing, the priest loans his tongue and 
his mouth to God; his sermons are 
not the ordinary speech of man, but 
Godõs word. It is the Holy Ghost 
who preserves the Church from er-
ror in her office of teaching. And 
finally, Holy Mass is the excellent 
work of the Holy Ghost. The Incar-
nation of the Son of God was ef-
fected by the operation of the Holy 

Ghost, so it is the third person of 
the Blessed Trinity who changes 
bread and wine into Christõs sacred 
Body and Blood. 
 
 To celebrate Pentecost properly, 
we must be convinced that the same 
miracle will take place mystically in 
our souls as occurred on the first 
Christian Pentecost. In the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass, the Holy 
Ghost will be poured out upon us, 
Godõs predestined children. The 
Holy Ghost dwells in our souls; 

since baptism He has 
made our bodies and 
souls His temple, a house 
of God. What saintly 
lives we would lead if we 
would but remember that 
the Holy Ghost dwells 

within us! ́ Come Holy 

Spirit, fill the hearts of 

Thy faithful; and kin-

dle in them the fire of 

Thy love!µ 
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