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   The feast of the Dedication of 
St. Michael the Archangel on 
September 29 is the original feast 
of the leader of the heavenly ar-
mies. As captain of the heavenly 
armies, this angel who is named 
in the Canon of Holy Mass has 
always held, from early times the 
first place in the Liturgy among 
the other angels.  St. Michael 
waged battle and cast the evil 
spirit out of heaven, and over-
came Satan in the struggle for 
possession of the body of Moses.  
 

   God has entrusted our defense, 
in the combat with the devil, to 
the angels.  The devil, as a fallen 
angel, is a pure spirit who has lost 
none of the powers inherent to 
his nature. In order that the 
struggle should not be unequal, 
God has placed at our side de-
fenders of the same nature as 
Lucifer, those angels who are 

St. Michael the Archangel: Quis ut Deus? 

pure spirits with greater powers 
than he, so that we may not per-
ish in the day of Godõs judgment. 
 

   When a Christian dies, the 
Church prays that Godõs standard
-bearer Michael may lead him 
into heaven, and so he is often 

represented bearing the scales of 
divine justice in which souls are 
weighed.  St. Michael also over-
sees our worship of God, for he 
is the angel whom St. John saw in 
heaven near Godõs altar, a golden 
thurible in his hand, offering the 
fragrant incense of the prayers of 
the saints. 
 

    St. Michael is revered in 
Catholic tradition and liturgy as 
the protector of the Church, as 
once he was regarded as the pro-
tector of the Israelites. He is the 
special patron of sick people, 
mariners, and grocers. His cult 
has also been popular in Egypt, 
and Rome. He is the patron of 
both France and Germany. His 
emblems are a banner, a sword, a 
dragon, and scales. The name Mi-
chael is a variation of Micah, 
meaning in Hebrew, "Who is like 
God?" 
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